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cent of the grains being between 0-25 and 0-5 mm. diameter, but
at Denford the sand is much finer ; Boswell found that most of
the grains in the Denford sand were between 0-1 and 0-25 mm.
diameter. This sand is cream in colour, turning to pinkish when
burned.
The Estuarine sands are used for various purposes. The best
qualities from Huttons Ambo and Denford are suitable for glass
manufacture, whilst the more highly coloured ones (particularly
the upper beds at Huttons Ambo, which contain a notable quantity
of clayey matter) are used in steel works and foundries for moulding
purposes.
Some of the better qualities at Huttons Ambo are also used
for the hearths of open-hearth furnaces.
Facing Sand is a specially prepared sand which is used to give
a smooth face to the sand-moulds used for casting metal in foundries.
It is shaken on to the pattern through a sieve and is afterwards
rammed until it has a thickness of about one inch. (See Vol. II.
Chapter VI.)
Ferruginous Sands are, as their name implies, those rich in
iron compounds.
Fire-sand is an artificial sand produced in the manufacture of
carborundum. (See Carborundum, p. 86.)
Fluviatile Sands (or River Sands) are those found on the banks
and beds of rivers, streams, etc., and in situations where ancient
streams existed (see p. 28). They usually consist of sharp angular
grains, very variable in size and composition, but excellent for
mortar, concrete, etc., where the grains are required to interlock
with each other. They are also useful for filter beds.
The fluviatile sands in the Thames, near Woolwich, are recovered
by dredging, and used as moulding sand for brick-making. Fluviatile
sands are seldom sufficiently pure or uniform in size of grain to
be used for glass-making.
Foraminiferal Sands are calcareous deposits of the skeletons
of marine organisms formed chiefly on deep floors of the sea in
different parts of the world (see p. 35). They are only of scientific
interest and have no commercial value. Sands composed of other
marine organisms also occur in similar localities (p. 35).
Fusible Sands are those containing a large proportion of fluxes,
such as lime, soda, or potash, in the form of felspar, mica, or other
fusible minerals. A high proportion of iron compounds also
reduces the refractoriness of sands if they are heated in a reducing
atmosphere.
Ganister is a slightly plastic, fine, siliceous grit, containing up
to 10 per cent of clay and forming a compact bedded sedimentary
rock of very fine granular texture.
The origin of the term " ganister " is unknown, but it was
first applied, in connection with steel furnaces, to the fine dust
carefully collected from the country roads between Sheffield and
Penistone, which was rightly regarded as of great value on account